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Taibah University Special Education Students' Practicum Challenges and Their
Relation to Coping Strategies.

Abstract

This study aimed at exploring practicum challenges (PC) facing special
education student teachers (ST) during training period and studying their
relation to students' gender, specialization and coping strategies. The study was
applied to (61) students in special education department, faculty of education,
Taibah University. It used the Special Education Students' Practicum Challenges
Scale and Coping Strategies Scale which were prepared by the researcher. Mean,
Standard Deviation, T-test, ANOVA, Scheffe and Pearson Correlation tests were
used in statistical analysis of data. Results show that challenges related to the
characteristics of children with special needs were the most important then, those
related to academic preparation of the STs while those related to school managers
and teachers were the least important. Results also show that there were
statistically significant differences in PC attributed to students' gender in favour
of males in total degree and dimensions of ""challenges related to supervision*
and "'challenges related to STs' personality traits, and no differences attributed to
gender were found in the remaining dimensions. There were also statistically
significant differences attributed to specialization in the dimension of **challenges
related to supervision' in favour of "language and communication disorders"
STs compared with "intellectual disability"" STs and in favour of ""autism' STs
compared with "intellectual disability" STs, while and no differences attributed
to specialization were found in total degree and the remaining dimensions.
Challenges related to ""academic preparation’ were found to be positively related
to "escaping strategies’ and negatively related to *‘facing and challenging
strategies''. The most important coping strategies were found to be *asking for
help and support", then "'facing and challenging"', while "'relaxation" was found
to be the least important. Results were discussed and explained.
Recommendations are included.

Key words: practicum, practicum challenges, special education student
teachers, coping strategies
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