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The Role of Media in Spreading the Culture of
International Humanitarian Law

ABSTRACT

The current research aims to evaluate the role of the media in spreading
the culture of international humanitarian law among citizens in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia. To achieve this goal, the research adopted the descriptive
analytical approach and employed a questionnaire and structured interviews.
The sample of the study included (2468) participants from human rights
associations in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The questionnaire consisted of
(39) statements distributed over six domains. The results of the study showed
that the media, in Saudi Arabia, are making efforts to provide educational
and raising-awareness content on international humanitarian law. However,
they need to improve the quality and comprehensiveness of a such content. In
addition, there is a real weakness of targeted media campaigns and lack of
interactive programs, which affect the level of awareness among the public.
The study also showed that the media shows limited interaction in explaining
the applications of international humanitarian law and needs to enhance
coverage and analyze topics in depth, and that media content attracts the
attention of the public but lacks direct interaction such as comments and
discussions. In light of these results, the study recommended training media
professionals on media coverage related to international humanitarian law
through specialized courses and workshops in cooperation with legal experts
and media institutions, in order to increase the quality and accuracy of media
content and ensure the provision of reliable and comprehensive information
that enhances the public's understanding of legal issues, launching sustainable
and targeted awareness campaigns to spread the culture of international
humanitarian law, including traditional and digital media, with a focus on
clarifying the charters of international law and its importance, to enhance
community awareness on an ongoing and renewed basis, and increase
understanding and commitment to the principles of international
humanitarian law.

Keywords: Media - International Humanitarian Law - Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.
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